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Dear Parent/Carer, 

We are aware that in recent months quite a few new families have joined 

our school community and we wanted to share with you a little bit about 

the school’s leadership structure. As in most schools, Brantridge has a 

School Leadership Team (SLT). This team, along with the Academy Trust 

and Governing Body sets the strategic direction for the school. The team 

here is made up five people, with responsibilities for different areas – Rob 

Chowns (Safeguarding), Danielle Harry (Education), Gio de Lucia 

(Behaviour) and Diane Brazier (Business Manager) and myself as Principal. 

But what we also have, is an Education Leadership Team (ELT) that sits 

beneath the SLT. This team is made of Rebecca Williams (Therapy Lead) 

and Diana Puica (English Subject Leader) as well as Gio de Lucia and 

Danielle Harry. Whilst the SLT oversee the leadership and management of 

the school as a whole, the Education Leadership Team, as the name 

suggests, focusses exclusively on the education of the pupils. 

Whilst this team has been in existence for some time, they are taking on 

additional responsibilities in terms of ensuring that the pupils have the 

richest educational opportunities possible. The ELT meet each Monday 

afternoon and work through various aspects relating to pupil learning and 

this will often be foundational to the training that staff receive each Friday 

afternoon after the pupils have left. 

We are confident that the enhanced responsibilities of the ELT will prove 

beneficial to our educational provision.  

With this being the final week of the half term, on Thursday many of our 

pupils visited Sky High Trampoline Park in Peacehaven for the Behaviour 

Reward trip. By all accounts everyone had an enjoyable time! 

I trust you have a good week and we look forward to welcoming your son 

back into school on Monday, 3rd June for the final half term of this 

academic year. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Principal 

 

Friday 24th May 2019 
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Titan  

We have had a really positive week in Titan. We finished reading Holes and watched 

the film adaption which the boys enjoyed. This week we have been looking at 

newspaper reports and we had a go at creating our own. Some of the boys chose to 

report on the main characters time in Camp Green Lake, while others wrote about 

the dangers at the camp, like yellow spotted lizards. In Maths, we have continued 

looking at fractions.  The whole of Titan class managed to make it onto the end of 

term, credit reward trip on Thursday which was wonderful to see. We all had great fun 

at Sky High Trampoline Park. A couple of the boys mastered flips! I hope the boys 

have a great half term break and look forward to seeing them on the 3rd June. 

 

Pluto:  

This week Pluto have been learning about third person,  past and present perect tense.  

They then used their knowledge to create a non-chronoloigcal report (fact sheet) on an 

endangered rainforest aminal.  The boys have been working hard to solve perimeter 

problems in Maths.  In Art the boys enjoyed making and painting flowers out of plastic 

bottles.  I hope the boys have a great half term and come back ready to work hard for 

the summer.   

Mercury 

Mercury have been working hard comparing and ordering measurements. The boys have 

been working on adjectives and coming up with adjectives for every letter of the 

alphabet. For Topic, the boys have been working on plants within the rainforest and what 

they are useful for. In PE, Mercury have been working on their tennis, where they have 

been focusing on their control of the ball and racket.  Mercury have used their 

communication and social skills within their PE lesson really well! Well Done Mercury,  

 

 

     

      

 

 

 

 

Jupiter 

 

I have been so impressed with the progress the boys have made with interpreting 

and presenting data in Maths.  The boys have worked together at times to create 

wonderful line graphs using continuous data they had collected earlier in the 

week.  We also made some good progress in recognising and spelling common 

exception words, through playing “roll and read” and bingo.  We separated, then 

planted our incredible looking sunflower seedlings this week in the hope that they 

will get more sunlight and a bit of water over half term in the lovely Brantridge 

Garden.  Our attitude to learning and each other has been far more positive this 

week.  Have a nice break everyone. 
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Mars 

Mars boys have been working really hard this week. Monday saw some of our boys take 

part in a football tournament again where they demonstrated great resilience and 

stamina. Other boys got to go bungee trampolining at Blacklands Farm which was great 

fun.  

In class we have been learning to convert fractions and decimals and we have worked 

really hard with this. In English, we have been up levelling our sentences and practicing 

our SPAG (spelling, punctuation and grammar) knowledge as well as writing interview 

questions for our newspaper reports. So far we have interviewed the school chef about 

recycling and how we can become a green school, next we plan to interview the site 

manager to see what improvements can be made. We are determined to care for our 

environment! 

We have also begun making a recycling art project using single use plastic cups and 

turning them into flowers- watch this space for the finished article… 

 

 

 

 

Saturn 

What a busy week we have had! The boys have consolidated their knowledge of 

addition/subtraction, multiplication/division in Maths this week through games like 

Snakes and Ladders or Slides and Stairs. We have not only focused on Maths skills, 

but also on taking turns and waiting their turn while playing the games. All boys 

have done very well. In English, we read a story about a tree in the rainforest that 

was about to be chopped down and all the animals were using arguments and 

reasons to stop the man from doing it. Then the boys had to design a poster to 

save the rainforest and they had to come up with their own catchy phrases to 

change people’s minds about the rainforests. The boys took advantage of the 

lovely weather to play with water and sand in our garden and it was a pleasure to 

see them all get on with each other.  
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Outdoor Learning  

We have been creating a simple anemometer from recycled materials to test wind speed in the 

outdoor area. We’ve been discussing how we can tell its windy and then measuring how windy it 

gets in the different areas. 

The boys have also been making their own Outdoor Learning bands and making amazing camps 

and dens.  
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Brantridge Weekly - Roll Of Honour! 
TOP OF THE LEAGUE 

 

Jayden S, Taylor and Oliver H 
 

TITAN MARS 

King of the Credits Jayden S King of the Credits Oliver 

Star of the Week Billy Star of the Week Oliver 

SATURN   PLUTO 

King of the Credits Charlie King of the Credits Harry 

Star of the Week Jaiden Star of the Week Jacob 

JUPITER               MERCURY 

King of the Credits Kyle King of the Credits Noah 

Star of the Week Kyle Star of the Week Nikolai 
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Therapies: 
 

The whole school has been targeting ‘Make a good choice’ over the past  

week in our Social Communication Programme. This target is to encourage our pupils to make 

a good choice when faced with a decision.  

In class groups our pupils talked about what good choice  

strategies are and when we are having a difficult time making a  

good choices with our behaviour. The classes also discussed how  

easy it is to make a decision at times. It might be useful to have  

this discussion at home, talk about what your families good choices  

look like e.g. taking a time out, going to our bedroom, taking  

deep breaths, siting in an agreed area, having a drink of water.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

After half term, the Social Communication Programme target is: ‘Looking to listen’  - This target 

supports pupils to learn the social value of looking at the speaker when they are talking.  We 

will tell you more about this in the next bulletin.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  


