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Dear Parent/Carer, 

On Wednesday this week we had a visitor in school – Bonnie. She is a King 

Charles Spaniel who is part of the ‘Canine Concerns’ volunteer group 

based in Haywards Heath. Her two owners, Peter and Ann accompanied 

Bonnie in school.  

Many of you may well know of other schools and organisations that use 

therapy dogs where children interact with appropriately trained dogs, 

supported by trained staff. Oftentimes children will read to these dogs. 

Pupils who can be reluctant to read will sometimes be willing to read to a 

dog. In some settings the dogs support pupils’ development of oracy, 

where a pupil may be reluctant to speak to other adults or children are 

happy to communicate to a dog. At other times, pupils interact with the 

dogs and learn to care for someone other than themselves. 

It has been agreed that Bonnie will be coming to Brantridge each 

Wednesday morning for the remainder of the academic year. Initially she 

will listen to pupils read, but we will monitor the engagement and 

responses of the pupil and adapt accordingly. If the responses of the 

pupils’ this Wednesday is anything to go by, Bonnie will be made very 

welcomed here! (We recognise of course that there will be some boys 

who are less confident with dogs and we fully understand if some of our 

boys do not want to engage.) 

Some of our pupils have been out on various visits this week. On Monday 

morning a group of boys participated in a football tournament in Burgess 

Hill and this coming Monday sees more pupils participating in another 

tournament – this one being the last one of this academic year. On 

Thursday morning some of the boys from Mars and Jupiter classes visited a 

Recycling Centre. It sounds like everyone engaged well and learned in a 

highly practical way about this important topic which ties in with our 

theme for the term ‘’Earth Matters’. 

I trust you have a pleasant weekend. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Principal 

 

Friday 17th May 2019 
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 Pluto:  

This week Pluto have enjoyed writing their stories about plastic waste in the ocean.  They 

all included amzing adjectives and verbs to describe an action.  The boys even 

challenged themselves with a strategy called ‘Show don’t tell’ which describes writing 

by showing the actions, relalationships and feelings instead of just telling the reader 

what happened.  I am really impressed with how much writing skills the boys displayed in 

their strories.  In Maths the boys have been learning how to convert between units of 

measurement - this included them remembering place value and showing great 

resilience to grasp the method.  For topic the boys have enjoyed locating the world’s 

rainforests and learning about how they are structured.   

Mercury 

Mercury have welcomed some new members to their class. The boys have made them 

feel very welcome. The boys have been finding out about endangered animals and the 

reasons why. In PE, the boys have been working on their tennis skills. In Maths, they have 

learnt all about capacity and volume. They have enjoyed a practical lesson where they 

practised their skills of reading scales and estimating volume.  

 

 

 

     

      

 

 

 

 

Jupiter 

 

Tuesday was an incredible day!!! Our standard of work, effort and attitude to 

learning and each other was superb. We topped it off with an amazing bike ride 

round Deers Leap. One pupil was cutting through the woods on the more 

advanced tracks while another pupil showed excellent resilience and progress- 

completing a 3km loop having only learned to ride in the last two weeks. We 

have been learning how to spell common exception words and when to use 

paragraphs in English. In Maths we have been collecting and presenting 

continuous and discrete data in the appropriate forms.  
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Titan  

The boys have been incredible this week. They have coped so well with the 

demands of the SATs and shown real resilience and grit. As a reward for their efforts, 

we are going to watch the film adaptation of, ‘Holes’ on Friday, which is the book 

we have been studying this half term. I’m so proud of how well all of the boys have 

dealt with the pressures of this week.  

The class enjoyed photography on Wednesday where they took some lovely images 

outdoors. In History we looked at cave paintings and we had a go at creating our 

own. During our Outdoor Learning session, some of the boys took part in foil rubbing. 

 

Mars 

This week in Mars class we have been very busy. Monday saw lots of our boys taking 

part in the football tournament. We have also had SATS for some boys too and they 

have tried really hard. In English we have been looking at features of a newspaper 

and in Maths we have continued our investigations into decimals. 

In our enrichment learning we have been learning photography as well as gardening. 

We have also had our class trip to the recycling centre where we all learned really 

interesting facts about how and what to recycle. We all put on hard hats and 

protective clothing and got to go in and look at the sorting machines, then we 

decorated shopping bags to bring home. 

 

 

 
Saturn 

In Saturn this week, the boys have been working on multiplication and division, 

sharing and repeated addition. They have had to use these skills in solving 

multiplication and division word problems. In English, the boys have had to use their 

senses to write a story about a boy lost in the Rainforest. Another task for this week 

has been to research facts about a Rainforest animal, and then write a fact file. 

They have all done very well with this task and completed it to a high standard. The 

boys have had an amazing time during gardening club yesterday where they had 

to do some weeding in our garden, sweeping and general tidying up.  
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Outdoor Learning  

We started the sessions this week by investingating what had happened to our pine cone bird 

feeders and we discoverded that they had been either eaten or disappeared!!  So with more 

investigating we now believe we have some very full squirrels. This week we have been learning 

which leaves belong to which tree and then making imprints in foil following the shape and the 

veins of the leaves. 
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Brantridge Weekly - Roll Of Honour! 
TOP OF THE LEAGUE 

 

Jayden S, Isaac and Harry 
 

TITAN MARS 

King of the Credits Jayden S King of the Credits Felix 

Star of the Week Christopher Star of the Week Toby 

SATURN   PLUTO 

King of the Credits Carter King of the Credits Harry 

Star of the Week n/a Star of the Week Tyler H 

JUPITER               MERCURY 

King of the Credits Tyler E King of the Credits James 

Star of the Week Tyler E Star of the Week Riley-John 
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Therapies: 
The whole school has been targeting ‘We Prefer Polite’  recently with our Social 

Communication Programme. 

This target encourages pupils to improve their use of social 

language and appropriate manners. As adults we need to remember 

to model appropriate behaviours, use of words and provide 

opportunities for our children to learn and to practice using good 

manners. This target can be used to calmly discourage the use 

of bad language, swear words and or inappropriate tone of voice. 

When our pupils say something impolite, we say back to them in a 

calm voice – ‘we prefer polite’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next week the Social Communication Programme target is: ‘Make a good choice’ - The target 

is to encourage pupils to make the best choice when faced with a decision. We will tell you 

more about this in next week’s bulletin. 
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Please remember to send in named hats, sunscreen 

and water bottles for your child. 

 

If your child suffers from hay fever, please consider 

giving them medication in the morning before 

leaving for school. 

 

Over the counter medicines, with the exception of 

Calpol, are no longer available in school. If you wish 

to ask your GP to prescribe medications such as 

antihistamines, these can be held in school by prior 

arrangement. Medications bought over the counter 

regrettably cannot be accepted.  
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