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Dear Parent/Carer, 

One of the strengths of Brantridge School currently is the stability of staff. 

Constantly having new teachers, therapists and support staff is a 

challenge in any school, but particularly so for our pupils who benefit from 

routine and continuity. We are very pleased with the low turnover in staff.  

On that subject, we were delighted this week to welcome back Mrs 

Rebecca Williams who is our Speech and Language Therapist and also 

leads the team of therapists that we have here. Mrs Williams has been 

away on maternity leave. She returned on Monday and has overlapped 

this week with Ms Lisa Howard who has done an excellent job in covering 

for Mrs Williams. This has provided an opportunity for an effective ‘hand 

over’. We want to thank Ms Howard for the work she has done at 

Brantridge and wish her well in her next steps. 

One of our Teaching Assistants Abbie Harmes is also leaving today – again 

we are grateful to her for all she has done for our pupils. 

Over recent weeks we have had pupils bringing in various toys from home. 

Whilst at one level that would seem like a reasonable thing to do, the 

reality is that it can often lead to tension amongst pupils as others can get 

upset that they do not possess that same item, or that someone uses it 

without permission. Please can we reiterate the fact that pupils are not to 

bring in toys from home to school. Thank you for your support with this. 

 

Thank you also to those of you who have returned your questionnaires 

from last week. Please can I encourage those of you who haven’t yet 

done so, to complete them – we really do value your feedback. 

I hope you have a good half term. 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

Dafydd Roberts 

Principal 

 

Friday 15th February 2019 
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Neptune 

Sadly this week has been a week of goodbyes! We have said goodbye to two 

pupils from Neptune class who are moving on to secondary schools. Whilst we are 

sad to see them go, this is an exciting time for the boys and we wish them the best 

of luck and will keep in touch with the respective schools over the coming weeks to 

see how they are doing. We also had to say goodbye to our class teaching 

assistant, Abbie Harmes. Abbie will be greatly missed and we wish her all the best in 

her new role.  

 

Pluto:  

This week in Pluto the boys have been showing what they have learnt this term.  They 

have in maths been applying their multiplication and division skills to answer questions.  

In English they have planned and written a story of either, how a dog turned green or 

how a giraffe got to the moon.  The boys came up with some lovely ideas for their stories 

- some said that the dog escaped from a city and ended up in a paint factory whilst 

others said that there was a toxic waste factory and the toxic waste turned the dog 

green.  They were really inspired to write a story and in their writing they showed off their 

skills in using expanded noun phrases, adverbs and verbs, different types of punctuation 

and a range of sentences. 

I hope the boys have a wonderful half term and I look forward to a new term with the 

new topic of Ancient Civilisations Egyptians. 

 

 

 

 

Mercury 

The boys had a fantastic week in class this week.  In maths we learnt how to tell the 

time, and all the boys were able to recognise when it is o’clock and when it is half 

past. In English we looked at what flanimals are, and looked at how we could 

describe them. The boys also got the chance to make their own flanimals and they 

seemed to thoroughly enjoy explaining to the rest of the class about their flanimals. 

Moreover, the boys got to go on their end of term credit trip. They had a fantastic 

time and all the boys behaved very well. 
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Titan  

This week Titan class have worked exceptionally hard doing some 

assessments; they have shown evidence of what they have learnt and 

retained over the half term. Almost all boys have earned at least one 

golden ticket throughout the week. The class has also enjoyed playing 

some drama games and settlement designing in Geography.  

Saturn 

This week the boys in Saturn have been assessing their learning and I am 

pleased to say that most of them have made good progress. The boys 

enjoyed the credit trips this week. We have worked together to come up 

with a new set of rules for the garden this week, as we are hoping that after 

half term, the weather will get better and better and we can use it more 

and more. It was a great pleasure to see the boys taking responsibility for 

the garden and trying to make rules to ensure that everyone is safe and 

happy to use it.  
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Brantridge Weekly - Roll Of Honour! 
TOP OF THE LEAGUE 

 

Jayden, Felix, Charlie 
 

TITAN MARS 

King of the Credits Jayden King of the Credits Felix 

Star of the Week Matthew Star of the Week None 

SATURN   PLUTO 

King of the Credits Charlie King of the Credits William 

Star of the Week Blake Star of the Week None 

JUPITER NEPTUNE 

King of the Credits n/a King of the Credits Joe 

Star of the Week n/a Star of the Week Joe 

              MERCURY  

King of the Credits Riley 

Star of the Week Riley 

Mars 

 This week saw the return of Miss Lyons to Mars Class and we have had a 

super week and worked really hard. We have been demonstrating our 

understanding by using speech in our writing and improving our sentences 

with both fronted adverbials and expanded noun phrases. In group 

reading we have learned and re-told the story of Romulus and Remus. In 

maths this week we have been learning to make ¼, ½ ¾ and whole turns 

clockwise and anti-clockwise; working together; we created mazes on the 

playground with chalk and directed our partners using mathematical 

terms. 

This week has also seen us attend our credit trips so great fun was had by 

all. As this is the last week of the half term, we are looking forward to a nice 

week of rest. 
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Therapies:  

 

The whole school has been targeting ‘Stay on task’.  

 

This target is to encourage our pupils to stay on task and to not get 

distracted by other things. For example our thoughts, other people or 

events. In addition stay on task relates to staying on topic where some of 

our pupils find it difficult to stick to a topic of conversation. 

 

 

For the first week back in school after the half term break, the Social 

Communication target will be ‘Sitting to learn’.  

This target is to encourage our pupils to sit in the correct position and show 

staff that they are ready to learn. 
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With the slightly warmer weather, the boys have been enjoying 

themselves back outside, making muddy potions and pies, Den Building, 

or working together to make a tree swing. ***Please continue to send 

coats and wellies in***. 

 


