BRANTRIDGE BULLETIN
Thursday 24th January 2019

Dear Parent/Carer,
Earlier this week, we wrote to you concerning the Consultation regarding
the possibility of Brantridge becoming a co-educational school – meaning
that we would educate both boys and girls here from September 2020
onwards. There will understandably be a range of views concerning this.
The purpose of the Consultation is to gather the views of various
stakeholders. Can I encourage you to contribute to this Consultation,
noting your views on this matter. As you know from the letter, you can
either participate on paper by completing the form that was sent to you.
Alternatively, you can do so online, by following the guidance on the
school’s website – https://brantridgeschool.org
This term we have started what are sometimes called Multi – Disciplinary
Team meetings. Each week key members of staff who support a child
meet to discuss that child’s progress and to agree some next steps. The
child’s class teacher and teaching assistant are present as will a member
of the behaviour team, therapy team and safeguarding team. Together
they consider how that child is progressing academically, behaviourally,
their attendance and their general wellbeing. By the end of the meeting,
two or three targets/actions will have been agreed. (We spend
approximately 20 minutes talking about each child and we consider three
children each week.)
We recognise that many schools have a similar type of meeting and thus
far, they have proved to be very beneficial for us. We very much hope
that these meetings support your son in maximising his progress.
If you have any questions about this, please do let us know.
On a separate note, on Tuesday 7th February, we will be having a ‘Safer
Internet Day’. Our pupils glean many benefits from the Internet however
unless they follow clear guidelines there is a real possibility that they open
themselves to a wide range of dangers. The purpose of the day is to
support the pupils in using the internet safely. Please do underline the
importance of these mattes when you are talking to your child.
Have a good weekend.

Yours Sincerely,

Dafydd Roberts
Principal
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Pluto:

Pluto have enjoyed in English learning about prepositions e.g. behind and
above. They have written a recount in the form of a diary from a Roman soldier.
In Maths, Pluto have been consolidating their multiplciaton skills and using their
knowledge to solve problems. In Science the boys studied the water cyle and its
processes.

Mercury

This week the boys have had a good week in class. In Maths, we have been
looking at the properties of 2D and 3D shapes, learning about the different
properties and names of each of these shapes and being able to identify
them in everyday objects. In English, we have been focusing on fairy tale
stories, looking at what they are and what we can learn from them. The boys
were able to recount the story of Goldilocks and the three bears, using
describing words and adding detail independently to their written work. In
Art this week the boys carried on making and designing their Roman shields
and seemed to thoroughly enjoy making them and getting messy with the
paints.

Neptune: This week the majority of the boys have had visits to schools as potential

next placements. This has been a positive experience for those boys and given
more insight into what the next step in their education might look like. Two of the
boys have been particularly helpful when in school, supporting other classes,
outdoor learning and new assessment group children.
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Saturn
In Saturn this week we have focused on recognising numbers to 100 and
recognising inverse operations and how to use them to check whether the
answers are correct or not. In English, the boys have had to write a fact sheet
about Romans and a diary entry; they had to imagine that they were a roman
soldier and they had to write the diary from that point of view; it was a very
successful lesson and the boys produced some amazing writing. In Science,
we went around the school and looked for different materials that buildings,
fences and walls are made from. The boys very much enjoyed that!

Titan:
Titan have worked hard this week; they have read and developed their
understanding of play scripts in English and used their new knowledge
in order to attempt to write their own. In maths, the class has worked on
understanding fraction and decimal equivalents; they have developed
their knowledge of fractions and solved some word problems. Through
the topic work, the boys have continued to learn about Romans; this
week the class has looked at roads and Roman gods and goddesses.
This week the class began painting their backdrops for their puppet
theatres.

Mars: Mars have been superb this week. Our desk chariots are nearly
ready to be mounted, they just need a finishing touch up before we mount
them to the desks and start to design the wheels. We have ironed out the
differences between fact and opinion in English and collaboratively
planned a recount of the chariot race we were in. In maths, we have had
to investigate the correct mathematical vocabulary with which we
describe 3D shapes and then use this to identify the shapes. The boys
worked incredibly effectively, calmly and sensibly doing this and showed
high levels of progress and learning. Swimming was fantastic as they
continued to practice front crawl as well as aspects of backstroke. Keep
working wonderfully with one another!
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Brantridge Weekly - Roll Of Honour!
TOP OF THE LEAGUE

Jayden, William, Isaac
TITAN

MARS

King of the Credits

Jayden

King of the Credits

Felix

Star of the Week

Isaac

Star of the Week

Jayden P

SATURN

PLUTO

King of the Credits

Alfie

King of the Credits

William

Star of the Week

Marcus

Star of the Week

Toby

JUPITER

NEPTUNE

King of the Credits

n/a

King of the Credits

Jamie

Star of the Week

n/a

Star of the Week

Jamie & Joe

MERCURY
King of the Credits
Star of the Week

Aaron
Riley
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Therapies:
The whole school has been targeting ‘A chance to Choose’ this week in our Social
Communication Programme.
This target supports children in having a chance to choose in a positive way.
Our role as adults is to model and give children a chance to choose to make a good choice
so that they have ownership over their decisions. This could be through giving them a choice
that both have the same outcome but they make the decision how they complete it. For
example; completing work – choice 1: You can do your maths work now then reading. Or
choice 2: You can do your reading now then maths.

Next week the Social Communication Target will be Make a good choice’
This target is to encourage our pupils to make a good choice when faced with a decision.
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This week in outdoor learning, we have enjoyed bark rubbing and various team
building games. We have also enjoyed the chilly weather, exploring, and even
making a swing.

